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THE saddest multi-millionaire in the
United Stat.is to-day is Mr. Jo-

seph Loiter, of Washington.' He has
suffered a loss which is beyond repair.
Hie is the victim of a great tragedy.
Mr. Letter dwells in one of Washing-

*ton's proudest palaces, a white brick man-
*sion with a noble portio on Dupont Cir-
cle. With a beautitui wife, nlimited
money to spend, and nothing to do but
amuse himself, one might imagine that
he would be happy.
So he was, until the other day. But

*since then a frightful, an irremediable
misfortune has befa'len him. He -has been
robbed of his stock of hootch!
And such a stock! Three hundred thou-

sand dollars' worth gone at one fell crash.
A gang of enterprising bandits l'bke into
the st-ongroom wnarein the stuff was
stored, and carried off the whole of it in
motor-trucks.
A misfortune? it was a catastrophe.
When the cloud of aproaching prohibi-

tion appeared on the horison, a couple of
years ago, Mr. Leter took counsel with
himself. The mend'e; so frightening to
the manf, gave him no alarm. All he
need do was to lay in a suficient store of

*wet goods to laet him the reat of his life,
and the dry law oo.ad go hang. And he
had the money to do it.

Mr. Leiter took a long look ahead. He
was then fifty years old How much stuff
would he need to see him through. suppo.-
ing tha. he lived to 'e ninetyi

14e ftnured it out carefully-not nly for
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what would be required for his own per-
sonal consumption, tut to include all res-
sonable future demanids upon his hospital-
iry. The Letters do a good deal of pater-
taining When prohiit ion should arrive, a
handsomely stocked cellar would be a so-
olal asset of impera. nce
The problem conf-onting hIm was In a

way like tuat considered by Father Noah
before the Deluge. Inverted, however:
for a great drought was in prospect,
whereas Noah was obliged to provide
against a flood. Nah's oulo was In
one respect much iris serious. Inasmuch
as be had to prepe-s for a (l1ood of only
forty days, whereas the drought abead of
Mr. LIfter might i.art forty 'years. If he
lived that long.

Hlow much woul; be necessary- -that
was the question. What kinds of drirk-
ables, and how mutch of each'' WInpes,
of course, in quantity. But in a real alco-
holic drought the stuff most neededo~ was
bound to be substantiala-whskey and
other spirits; in other 'words, straight
boose.

Mr. Leiter spent many a wakeful hour
at night thinking the problem out. He
decided to cut down his first fIgures for
champagne and other wines. and to put
most of the money Into real hootch. At
least half of the sum he had decIded to
spend must go for whiskey
He put a list of the fluide he wanted in

the hands of his ifquor dealer. Buying in
great quantitles, he was able to get liquors
and wrines of the hest hrands for lesn than
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All of the stuff
was sent up to the
house on Dupont
Circle, and stored
there in. the spec-

. ous cellars. Up to 5
a few months ago
it remained there. But robberies of liquor
became more frequent and more daring,
and Mrs. Leiter suggested to her husband

fear lest the family home might be burg
larised to get at the hootch. The danger
seemed undeniable, and Mr. Lifter thought
it particularly likely that robbers -vould in.
vade the premises at some time when the
family was out of town.
Accordingly, he made up his mind to re.

move the entire 'tock t' his country place
in Virginia, a few miles from Washington,
near the Potomac and a short distan~s
from the Leesburg pike. Here he had a

more spacious cellar where the precious
liquids could be stored. catalogued and
made as easily accessible as books on

library shelves.
Before taking this step, he ordered and

personally superintended the construc-
tion, in the basement of the Virginia house,
9f a strongroom which (for liquor storage)
was probably the most remarkable in the
United Stat's.

It was forty feet long and forty feet
wide, the ceiling nine feet high. -Built of
reinforced concrete, its walls, two feet
thick, were lined on three sides with bins
and racks for liquor and wine bottles. It
had no windows, and the only entrance was
through a door of tough manganese steel,
such as is used for battleships-a door like
that of a safe depqgit vault, which com-
municated with the interior of the house:
The room was lined with white tiiea,

lighted by 'ectricity (turned on by a
switch close by the door, so as to he
convenient on entering), and made further
prof against buirglars by an alarm con-
nected with wires which ran all around the
interior. If a breach were made in the
walls, the -arm must inevitably be set off.

In this huge strongroom Mir. Leiter's
stock of wet goods was put away and
catalogued in accordance with plans care-
fully made in advance. It was necessary
to store the stuff in scientific fashion, in
order that any of it that might be wanted
should at all times be readily accessible.
The whiskey barrels were stood together,

two high. t >,ward the end of the room
where there were no wall-bins or bottle-
racks. The cases of spirituous liquors
were piled eight high, separately acedrding
to kind. The bottles of liqueurs were
stowed in the bins (resembling magnified
;'igeonholes). and the bottles of wine were
placed in the racks along the wails, each
one tilted with its neck downward-this
point, as every connoisseur knows, being
of shsolute importance for preserving the
quality of the contents.
The size of the strongroom could not

be determined until a careful reckoning
had been made of the space required to
contain the stock of hootch and fluid
etcetera., with due allowanoe provided for
padbageways among the barrels -and
stacked cases.
Accommodation was needed for serenty-

five barrels of whiskey, 1,000 cases of
whiskey, 200 cases of Old Tom gin,- forty
cases of Jamaica rum, 400 cases of three
star Hennessy brandy, 200 oases of extra-
dry champagne, 2100 cases of other wines,
1 2f cases of liqueurs and fifty cases of
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Advance study of the booze-supply prob-
lam had convinced Mr. Leiter that, while
it would be advantageous to have a reserve

stock of whiskey in barrels, it was best
to keep he bulk of his alcoholic fluids in
glass-i. e. in bottles-for the sake of
accessibility.
The store of mam was needed for punch.

The gin and vermouth were required for
the justly-popular Martini cocktails. The
liqueurs included curacoa, absinthe, char-
treuse, frerne de menthe, and benedictine.

In figuring out the space required, it
waa reckoned that the seventy-five whis-
key barrels. pfled two hIgh, would occupy
atbout 115 square feet of floor. The 1,640
cases of real booze-whiskey, gin, brandy
and rum-would take up 615 square feet.
if stacked in tiers of eight. Allowing for
total booze 730 square feet, another 730
square feet would gaffice to- accommodate
the rest of the drinkables. while providing
passageways through which to get about.
To grant a margin of safety. making

sure of convenience, it was decided to build
the room forty by forty feet, allowin~g
1.600 square feet of floor space-the bins
and racks along three of the sides neces-
sarily taking up a considerable total area.
A barrel of whiskey is equivalent to

thirteen cases of a dozen full quart. each.
Bartenders, when such persona existed,
were accustomed to reckon seventeen
drinks to a quart. Some of their patron.
took snorter., while other. were satisfied
with sniftera, but that was an average.
It may be said, then, that a barrel of this
kind of hard liquor represents approxi-
mately 2.652 drinks. The seventy-five
barrels stored by Mr. I elter contained
'9R.900 drinks of whiskey.
Of additional whiskey, in botttes, he had

1.000 cases-i. e., 12,000 full quarts. rep-
resenting 204.000 drinks, He was thus the
happy possessor of a total of 402.900
dIrinks of whiskey.

His stock of three-star Hennessy brandy
was 400 cases of twelvq quarts each.
Brandy ts powerful stuff: hence drinks
of it ate customarily smaller. Commonly
it is served in tiny glasses called "ponies."
Reckon thirty drinks to a quart. and you
will see that Mr. Leiter's 4,800 quarts
represented 144,000 fair swigs of brandy.
Of gin this fortunate millionaire had

200 cases, or 2.400 quarts. It was needed
for coektails, as already explained. Sup-
posing that one quart would provide for
twenty-five of those dealectable armatirrm
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The Face of Mr. Joseph B. Leiter
-"Who Stole My Liquor?"

robbers effected an entrance to the house,

and, apparently knowing very well the
topography of the establishment, bored

through the three-Inch steel door with an

acetylene torch (which they had stolen

from a factory in Washington), and looted

'he strongroom of its entire contents, car-
rying the stuff of f in trucks.
As usual In such Instances, there Is no

trace of the heartless bandits. who pre-
sumably have since beta engaged in

''bootleggIng" Mr. Lelter's precious wetgoods. It is understood that, lacking con-

fidence in the poliee, he has employed
his own private detectives to pursue his

despoilers.

Why did not the alarm go off when
tbe robbery was committed? Probably

It did. but as the robbers bad taken the
precaution to have the watchman lured

sway Lhare wa nobo'y at. and to hear It.


